
Pastoral Search Reference Scriptures 
 

Scriptures that give guidance to our search: 
 

• 1 Samuel 16:7 7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance 
or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart." 

 

• Ephesians 4:11-13 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers,   12 to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up   13 until we all reach unity in 
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

  

• 1 Timothy 3:1-7 3 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an 
overseer desires a noble task.   2 Now the overseer is to be above 
reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach,   3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money.   4 He must manage his own family well and 
see that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of 
full respect.   5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can 
he take care of God’s church?)   6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may 
become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.   7 He must 
also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace 
and into the devil’s trap. 

  

• 2 Timothy 4:1-5 4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the 
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this 
charge:   2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, 
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.   3 For the 
time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say 
what their itching ears want to hear.   4 They will turn their ears away from the 
truth and turn aside to myths.   5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure 
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
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Scriptures reflecting the heart of the responses received from our church 
members: 

 
• Leadership  

o Hebrews 13: 7, 17 - 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of 
God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their 
faith… 17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, 
because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. 
Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of 
no benefit to you. 
 

o 1 Peter 5:2-3 -2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 
watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, 
as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 
3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock.  

 

 
• Bible-based 

o 1 Timothy 4:12-13 - 12 Don’t let anyone look down on you because you 
are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public 
reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 
 

o 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 
 

• Cultural engagement 
o Ephesians 4:11-16 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, 

the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works 
of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach 
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ 14 Then 
we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the 
truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of 
him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up 
in love, as each part does its work. 

 
 

 
 



• Personal Commitment to God/Man of prayer/Engaging/Humble 
o Romans 12:9-16 - 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what 

is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 
Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in 
harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate 
with people of low position.[c] Do not be conceited. 

 
 

• Humble/unifying 
o Ephesians 4:2-3 -  2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 

with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. 

 
o 1 Peter 5:5-6 - 5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit 

yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to 
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, 
that he may lift you up in due time.  

 
 

• Personal commitment to God/Confident in God 
o Joshua 1:6-8 - 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 

people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7 “Be 
strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant 
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may 
be successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on 
your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.    

 
 

• Personal commitment to God/Humble/Loving 
o Romans 12:1-3, 9-18, 21 - Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 

view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will 3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of 
you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think 
of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 
distributed to each of you... 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; 
cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one 
another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 



spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 
Practice hospitality.14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 
associate with people of low position.Do not be conceited. 17 Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone.... 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 

 
 

• Spirit-led 
o Romans 8:12-14 - 12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an 

obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
misdeeds of the body, you will live.14 For those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are the children of God. 

 
o Galatians 5:16-25 - 16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 

the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the 
Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with 
each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are 
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.19 The acts of the flesh are 
obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and 
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I 
warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

 
 

• Man of prayer 
o Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people.    

 


